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1810.] Medical Report. 11 

In consequence of intimation in the papers, that it is in prospect with the Irish 
Chancellor ot the Exchequer to try again in the present se^sion to remove the restriction 
off distillation from grain, fears are revived that this measure may improperly raise the 
price of provisions both in this country and in England, while we are cut off flora a 
prospect of foreign supplies. It would be a national advantage, both as tt> morals and 
revenue, if a stop were put to illicit distillation. 

It is stared in the English papers, that. a Jew has been committed for trial, on the 
prosecution of the Solicitor of the mint for buying guineas at a premium of Is. Gd. per 
piece. — If this information is correct, the issue must be interesting, especially to us in 
this part of the country who have been for so many years in the open practice of buy- 
ing and selling guineas. The trade is yet new in England, and the traffic uot open- 
ly avowed, but the necessity of the times will tend soon to reconcile them to these 
transactions, as whenever guineas are wanted, they will probably bear a premium in 
comparison with bank notes. 

Exchange on London has latterly advanced, being about 8J per cent for notes-, and 
7^ for guineas. Discount 'on notes is also a little advanced, .being about 1^ to 2 
per cent. Discount on Dublin bills is still under the rate of legal interest. 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

List of Diseases occurring in the practice of a Physician in Belfast, from 

December 20, 1809,' till January 20, 1810. 

Barometer... .highest ------ 30 Thermometer.... highest - - - . S3 O 

mean ------- 29 mean - - - - 41 

lowest 28 lowest - - - - 39 

Typhus, ----.- 8 Common contagious fever. 

„. , , . Hectic fever, and wasting of the body, from diseased 

Tabes mesenteric*, - i g!ands in the be „ y# 

Ophthalmia, ... - 3 Inflammation of the eyes. 
Cynanche, ----- I Quinsy. 

Hepatites - - 1 Inflammation of the live r. 

ltheumalismus, - - - 4 Acute rheumatism. 
Arthrodyma, - - - - 2 Chronic rheumatism. 

Rubeola, ------ 1 Measles. 

Scarlatina, ----- 6 Scarlet fever. 

Hemoptysis, - - - - 1 Spitting of blood. 

Phthisis, ------ 3 Consumption. 

Catarrhus, ----- 4 Common cold. 

Dyssenteria, - - - - 1 Bloody flux. 

Dyspepsia,- - - - - 2 Indigestion, with flatulence of the stomach. 

Palpilatio cordis, - - 1 Palpitation of the heart. 

Asthma,- - 4 Asthma. 

Hysteria, - - - - - 1 Hysterics. ' 

Scrophula, ----- C Evil. 

Icterus, - - — - - 1 Jaundice. 

Anosmia organica , - 1 An imperfect sense of smelling. 

Aphonia catarrkalis, - 1 Loss of voice from a cold. 

Psora, .--2 Ttch. 

Herpes, - - - ... 4 Ringworm, or tetter. 

£L, \ - • - 8 Venereal disease - 

Morbi InJ untiles, - 16, Febrile and bowel complaints of children, 
The increase of contagious and scarlet fevers in the last month, if not sufficient to 
excite alarm, ought at least to rouse in us a spirit of vigilance and observation that 
we may be enabled to arrest the progress of either, as far as the present im- 
proved state of medical science enables us. The great frequency of colds, and 
the danger of their terminating badly, particularly where there is a pie-disposition 
to consumption, induces us to make the following observations, for the use of 
general readers : a cold at first is nothing but an increased secretion of the mucous 
membrane that lines the nose and passage to the lungs, and which is usually produced 
by sudden exposure of the body, from a very warm to a cold temperature, tor by the 
long continuance in a cold and damp atmosphere, without being previously- 
very warm ; this new or increased action of these membranes may be sus- 
pended or destroyed by such remedies as are capable »f exciting a powerful and cos- 
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tinned action in some other part, on which principle emetics should be given in small doses, 
so as to produce nausea, and be repeated frequently till the disease yields totheir use. In 
persons of a good constitution, it ceases spontaneously, in from eight or ten days, till a 
month, but if it should continue longer, we ought to use the most active remedies for its 
removal, for we are taught by observation, that' the oftener people have been attacked with 
a cold, the more readily they are affected by it, and that the longer it has continued, the 
more difficult it is to be removed : the case of loss of voice from cold, in our list, is at- 
tended with some curious circumstances: the subject of it, can, at intervals, speak as when in 
health, nor is it accompanied with any pain, and the pulse is very little, if at all increased 
in frequency. 



NATURALISTS' REPORT. 

From December 20, 1809, till January 20, 1810. 
Happy the man possessed of ancient groves, 
Happier who plants his trees, while time improves, 
And forms their beauties to reward his care, 
He like great Cyrus cries " I placed them there." 
r>E lille's garden. 
There are few people in whose breasts the desire of beholding the country and it* 
scenery is totally extinguished, whether it is instinctive or habitual it is impossible to 
trace, some have gone so far as to say, that it is derived from the pleasure which our first 
parents enjoyed, ere disobedience drove them from Paradise; certain it is however, that the 
green robe of nature conveys to the imagination pleasures of which all are desirous to 
participate, and as that exquisite painter of simple scenery, Cowper, expresses it, if they 
can no otherwise enjoy the sight of green they will plant a sprig of mint in an old tea-pot. 
" Happier who plants his trees" and beholds them grow with that healthy vigour, which 
*hows each placed in its proper soil and situation \, but without attention to their natural 
characters continual mistakes will be the consequence, attended with stunted and unhealthy 
growth. The spongy roots of the alder penetrate the marshy soil ; the wide spreading 
roots of the larch extending over a great space of dry sandy ground, receive abundant 
nourishment where few others would thrive, while the elm with closely entangled roots 
grows with luxuriance only in the richest loam, and the oak, whose deeply penetrating roots 
were early noticed by planters, grows only to advantage in earth where its roots are not 
impeded in their descent. From these examples it may be seen how necessary the study of 
natural characters are to ensure to the planter success, and as the season for planting is at 
band, to direct him who wishes with " their beauties to reward his care " 

During this dreary season the observations of the Naturalist are very limited ; without 
bis attention is directed to the study of Cryptogamic plants, there is little to interest. 
December, 22, Thrush (Turdus Musicus) singing. 
§5, Common Wren (Sylvia Troglodytes) singing. 
27, Thrushes singing. 

January 2, 1810. Common Wren, and Robin Redbreast (Sylvia Rubeeula) singing. 
S, Misseltoe Thrush (Turdus Viscivorus) singing. This bird no doubt was once plen- 
tiful in Ireland, but for many yean they were unknown and it is only within these five or 
six ypirs, they have been observed, adding their song to cheer the naked groves. 

Sparrows (Fringilla Domestica) assembling about their nesting holes, and making cqnsi- 
derable noise. 

1 2, Robin Redbreast, singing. 

14, A large flock of Wild Geese flying to the Southward. 

19, Wren singing. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

From December 20 1809, till January 90, 1810. 
To prognosticate the weather which immediately ensues from Meteorological appear- 
ances has been attempted from the most remote periods of antiquity, but it is only since a 
more correct knowledge of astronomical periods has been acquired that philosophers have 
observed a correspondence between certain seasons. Mr. Toaldo supposes that the seasons 
correspond with one another ever; 19 years, or lunar period, in confirmation of this theory 



